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Not surprisingly, upon learning of the agreement,
city leaders expressed interest in the land and
quickly gave notice of Alameda’s intent to
purchase it. But the group of rail owners doesn’t
want to sell the tract. They have been negotiating

between the city and a with a developer since 1998 and were close to
o e wiyssieot  selling the property, close to closing an estimated
22-acre railroad tract — known $15 million deal.
as the Belt Line — to four prop-
mmmmﬂgwm tormey David Brandt. “They are
+ time, as long as the owners are trying 10 say it is not a valid con- The Belt Line Group contends
' one year notice and re- tract, but it is perfectly dear. the 75-year-old provision 1o pur-
m,d their investment was signed by the owners and group and all exten-
costs. gives us the right to purchase.” sions thereof is void as a matter
. Everyone had forgotten about In 1918, the city of Alameda of law and and that the
bET constructed a municipal beltline ies who the agreement
P M.,' provide ralsesvice . i ‘:Imsme
: surprisingly, | e '“‘,”"d"“:"ﬂ""“ A ..rp'n'“".' femicn
;mnw“ i for World War |, waterfront would be served by
. quickly gave notice of Alameda’s  The route continued until
| intent to purchase it. But the 1924, when the city wanted to ABL attorneys have not pro-
:yc:n‘rdlmsdmntm mnﬂhn'ilmndnme;" vided any information about their
E“ “vﬂ?‘,mm :ridnan’dugwpo- “We have some ideas of what
* since 1998 and were close to posed jon and concluded it ﬂ_uqspambuma: ;
| selling the property, close to would not be financially feasible  since the 1930s, said.
. closing an estimated $15 million to undertake the project. m last exten-
| deal, hlﬂlﬂnw"m sion in the 1940s. The city is
:  The belt line tract is just south only required to pay the original
of the Marina Village mmm&w-ﬂ cost plus the cost of the exten-
Park, by Constitution Pacific
1 , Sherman Street and Those later united In November of 1998, the Belt
+ and Atlantic avenues. With 10 form the Belt Line Line group began negotiations
. , the city can buy back Under that name, they with Sun Country developers for
ot for thousands and 5: extensions the use of the property as both a
< then sell it for millions — even if operating as a rail carrier. commercial and residential devel-
L itis to the same 3 The provision unveiled in the In January of 1999, the
1 The of rail owners re- discovered  group entered into a
cently alawsuit attempting  states the city “shall have the and sale of the railyard 10 Mike
fo stop the city from purchasing  right at any time to purchase the  Valley, of Sun Country.
the land, claiming its constitu- beltlinerwmdin%alex- “The city was aware of that
. tional rights are being violated. tensions for a sum 10 the sale,” ABL attorneys claim. “In an
. The the original cost, together with the attempt 1o obtain the group’s
but charges the city  cost of any and all additional in-  property without payment of just
with trying to circumvent its obli- made and without pro-
1o compensate the owners by the Alameda Belt Line, pro- viding notice the city adopted the
ﬂhmdmm vided that the city give one year's ‘P wish
The rail owners attorneys point o 5 to
. the California Constitution, which A ys for the ABL group “The city has no right to ac:
» prohibits the taking of private claim numerous capital invest- quire Alameda Belt Line and its
mpmybrpﬂxunmﬂiwl Msmlmrrn:.hdlﬂign- hu:ldﬁhq!twnsgr
compensation. e mmhmmnu— w“hmﬁmm"‘n-myh
1id Deputy City At- pand its operations within the tends to use the provision to re-
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acquire ABL and its for
an amount
what is just and to use the prop-

Harbor Bay Isle’s manmade lagoon is like Wild Kingdom
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Yrm: I'm no Marfin Perkins.,
But a walk with Alameda’s shore-
line birds, plus a few cats and

:Fnrrds provides the right dose
nature 1o break up a citified
workday,

Suzamne T. Storar's column

appocurs Wednesdays in the Ac-
oont and every Thursday in i
Alameda Times-Star. Send in
formation abowt Alameda’s in-
toresting poopls, places and
ovent to her in cane of the Ala-
meda Times Star, 401 [3th
ﬁl'rrt-t Oakland, 83612,
atevial can be foxed to ker ol
(.HOJ 523-6601 or e-mailed to
ststorar@aol. com

of

name, but

same old, friendly service

precise amount of damage
group will suffer if the city is not
restrained,

The lawsuit filed May 31 is an
attempt to <top the city from its.
purchase of the beltline. City at-
mmﬂﬂmhni;hb
fore atlempting some sort
arbitration.

from its legal owner.”

‘Rnard namec new echanl chief for Ikland

*“Dial 911, he advised.
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Met any famous people?
Most of us have at one time or
another.

For instance, Carol Paden —
wifee of retired orthodontist Bill
Paden and mother of
B e
(the middle names are dif-
ferent) — used to know blond
and beautiful movie star
Marion Davies.

it happened while Carol's

father (contractor Frank Stolte)
was building San Simeon for
legendary publisher William
Randolph Hearst.

The great love of Hearst's
live, Marion Davies, wanted to
give litthe Carol a dachshund
Puppy-

“But my father said no,”
Carol recalls. “He said Mr,
Hearst was a and

kind boss. It just wouldnt
be right to accept gifts from
him too.”
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Denise Codiga, the real ¢s-
tate lady, ought 1o write a

rrnl-rti:lm'd
muﬂyaambutaslht
one and only [
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who drove up o school every
maoming in his own blue Ford
convertible,

Everett Johannes, former
Times-Star man-
anging editor, can't get over
Alameda Theatre owding up
s o sidewalk cafe.




